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Cooperative Research and Development Agreement 

(CRADA)

• A written agreement between one or more federal 

labs and one or more non-federal parties under 

which the federal labs provides personnel, facilities, 

equipment or other resources with or without 

reimbursement

• The objective of a CRADA is R&D and can include 

testing
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CRADA

• Legally-binding agreement approved and signed by 

laboratory director

• Lab can accept, retain, & use funds, personnel, 

services & property from partner

• Lab can provide personnel, services, & use of 
property

• CRADA may not involve funds out to Collaborator
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CRADA

• It is not a procurement contract or grant and FAR 
does not apply

• Authorizes parties to determine rights in inventions, 
patents and other intellectual property

• Special considerations given to small businesses 
and businesses located in the United States

• Provides a team approach to new processes and 

products
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Why Use CRADAs

• Requires less time and effort to initiate

• Can select the collaborator (but you must attempt to 

provide equal opportunity to all)

• Takes into consideration private industry needs

• Advances research and technology base – faster, 

better, cheaper



6

CRADA Benefits

• Internal

– Maintain and enhance tech 

base

– Leverage outside resources

– Accelerate technology 

transition

– Revenue generation

– Recognition

• External

– Access to technical experts

– Leverage resources - share 

risk

– Enhance product base

– Global economic 

competitiveness

– Job retention/expansion

– Profit
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Commercial Test Agreements (CTA)

• Agreement used to make available government 

equipment or materials to any nonfederal party for 

use in independent R&D programs

• The lab may also offer services for testing of 

materials, equipment, models, computer software, 

and other items for a fee
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CTA

• Must be used on a non-interference basis

• Testing may not constitute undue competition

• Fees may not exceed the amount to recoup direct 

and indirect costs

• May not include expansion of capacities of the lab 

or facility providing service
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CTA Benefits

• Perform tests that are confidential and may not be 

disclosed outside the Federal Government without 

the consent of the persons for whom the tests were 

performed

• Provides access to unique research and test 

support capabilities and facilities
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CRADAs

cannot provide funds

A

Industry

Academia

State & Local 

Government 

Personnel, Services, Facilities 

and Equipment
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CRADAs & CTAs

can receive funds

Personnel, Services, Facilities

Equipment & Funds
A

Industry

Academia

State & Local 

Government 
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Summary

• Everybody wins

• The Air Force benefits from technology transfer by

• Leveraging commercial resources

• Building the industrial base and lowering costs

• Accelerating technology transition

• Increasing our return on federal resources

• Meeting mission requirements

• Industry has access to facilities and technology beyond their 

resources

• The economy gets a boost from increased production, job 

opportunities, and sales



13

Questions
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Links

• Armament Technology Broad Agency Announcement

• https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=00b707d51b9c1
218469e0d11a9c2739b&tab=core&_cview=0

• https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=FA8651-
17-S-0003

• Innovation Institutes

• http://doolittleinstitute.org/

• http://www.griffissinstitute.org/

• http://wbi-icc.com/

• http://bricc.vt-arc.org/

• http://www.sofwerx.org/

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=00b707d51b9c1218469e0d11a9c2739b&tab=core&_cview=0
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=FA8651-17-S-0003
http://doolittleinstitute.org/
http://www.griffissinstitute.org/
http://wbi-icc.com/
http://bricc.vt-arc.org/
http://www.sofwerx.org/
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Links

• Other Links

• https://www.federallabs.org/

• http://www.wpafb.af.mil/afsbirsttr

• http://www.wpafb.af.mil/T2

• https://www.facebook.com/AirForceT2/

• https://twitter.com/airforcet2

• http://techtransfercentral.com/online-resources/federal-technology-transfer-
offices-on-the-internet/

https://www.federallabs.org/
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/afsbirsttr
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/T2
https://www.facebook.com/AirForceT2/
https://twitter.com/airforcet2
http://techtransfercentral.com/online-resources/federal-technology-transfer-offices-on-the-internet/
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Contact

RW T2 Org Box

afrl.rw.techtransfer@us.af.mil

Lynn Zanow, 850-882-3920, AFRL

lynn.zanow@us.af.mil

Allen Geohagan, 850-883-2131, AFRL

fred.geohagan.ctr@us.af.mil

Carolyn Fries, 850-883-3614 / 850-226-4383, Doolittle Institute

carolyn.fries.ctr@us.af.mil

carolyn.fries@doolittleinstitute.org
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